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Did you know? 

Laughter and giggling are known to increase oxygen 

levels in the blood, endorphins in the brain and 

general core muscle tone?  So, meet your daily 

exercise quota and skip those boring sit ups by 

coming to the STRIDE End of the Year Awards 

Banquet.  Bring your friends for an evening out, good 

stories, new faces and a good meal.   
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2011 CLUB EVENTS 
 

   NEXT MEETING: Saturday, December 17, 7:00pm,  
  Year End Awards, Election and Installation of Officers.  Del  
  Webb Spruce Creek Golden Eagle   County Club.  Enjoy a  
  delicious dinner with your choice of Chicken Marsala, London 
  Broil, or Pasta Primavera.  All for $20 each.  You can use  
  your STRIDE dollars (coupons) when you submit payment  
  with the registration form on page 2 in this newsletter.  Enjoy an 
  evening out with friends and fellow competitors.  Good food,  
  good wine and good company!   

      

  December 25:  Christmas Day.  Remember our advertisers for all  
     the shopping on your list, and don’t forget your favorite equines! 
     Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night! 
 
  January 28 & 29:  Wounded Warriors Project, Therapeutic  
     Driving & Riding Programs, Grand Oaks Resort, Weirsdale, FL.  
     Contact Kacy Fashik, kacyf@thegrandoaks.com, 352-750-5500, 
     ext. 229.  While this is not an official club event, STRIDE fully  
     supports this worthwhile fundraiser. 
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Stride dressage club 

Year-end celebration 

And 

 awards banquet 

Saturday, December 17, 2011 at 7 PM 

 

Let the warmth of friendship take the chill from the air as we celebrate 

the champions of the 2011 season and meet your fellow members 

 

Eagle ridge golf club 

           in dell webb’s spruce creek country club 

13605 dell webb blvd - off us 441, north of the villages 

Summerfield, fl 34491 

(352) 307-1668 

 

Enjoy a delicious dinner – open bar available 

Games – door prizes 

Free riding and driving lessons 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone # _________________________________ email: _________________________ 

 

# ______CHICKEN MARSALA @ $20.00 PER PERSON   =     $_______________ 

 

# ______LONDON BROIL @ $20.00 PER PERSON         =     $_______________ 

 

# ______pasta primavera @ $20.00 PER PERSON    =     $_______________ 

 

                                                              total     =     $______________ 

 

Mail reservations and check payable to stride to:  Irene gentile, 8149 SE 126th 

place, belleview, fl. 34420.  (352) 245-2730. 

  

Deadline for reservations is Saturday, December 10, 2011. 
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CLUB BUSINESS 

Two STRIDE ex-Presidents organized 
successful two-year USDF judge training 

program 
Over the past two years, Charlotte Trentelman and Judy 
Downer, both ex-Presidents of STRIDE, took on the 
challenge of organizing a USDF L Program. This is a 
comprehensive training and testing program that 
becomes the first step for future USDF judges. Charlotte 
is a well known national “S” judge and is away many 
weekends each year judging Dressage shows across the 
country. Judy is an “r” judge and runs the equine 
education program at Central Florida University here in 
Ocala. Here’s what the ladies had to say about their 
successful program. Our thanks to both of them! – 
Hellena Smejda 

 
Q: Why did you decide to organize the L Program? 
 
Judy: Several people talked to me about their goals to 

participate in a program, so after conferring with Charlotte, 
we decided to organize one knowing there would be 
sufficient interest.  

 
Charlotte: Several years ago, Judy headed an "L" Program 
for STRIDE.  She wanted to do it again, but felt that two 
heads would be better than one, since the Program had 
expanded quite a bit.  She approached me to help in the Fall 
of 2009, before she submitted the application to USDF. 

 
Q: How did you implement it? 

 
Judy: The first step was to look at the show schedule and 

determine when/where we could hold the D sessions and 
final exam (they have to be in conjunction with a show). 
Then we had to find a location for A, B and C 
sessions.  Then we contacted the faculty and established 
preliminary contracts to hold the dates. Finally we applied to 
USDF. 

 
Charlotte: The process is well set forth in the guidelines 

from USDF. The most difficult part is the application. You 
have to have your shows and faculty "lined up" before you 
apply. Your application has to be in months ahead of your 
first session.  So, you are making an educated guess that by 
the time you get to the end--almost two years later--the 
shows you picked will have the right amount of entries for 
your testing. Crystal balls help.  
 
Foremost, we wanted the program to make money for 
STRIDE, and we succeeded. In the first year we earned 
$10,620 after expenses, and in the second $418. We tried to 
keep the venues as inexpensive as possible. The farm in 
Lake City, with a full sized covered arena and possible 
seating under cover, worked well with our budget.  
  

 
 
 

Q: How many participants? From where? 
 
Charlotte: We were allowed to take 30 participants in Part 1 

(Sessions A, B, and C). Initially, we had participants from 9 
states, taken in on a first come/first accepted basis. Twenty-
nine scored high enough to proceed to the testing phase. 
Nineteen of them had FEI competitive experience. Since we 
were only allowed 10 participants to continue into Part 2, we 
applied for a second Part 2.  We assigned the participants 
into three groups based on their calendar application to the 
program. (In retrospect, we might have set better guidelines, 
but we felt that was fair.)  

      
Q: What were the results? 
 
Charlotte: I'm very happy that, because of drops and 

people who elected to wait for testing until they had more 
experience, we were able to offer all 29 of our eligible 
participants a testing spot.  We even had an early drop from 
our second Part 2, enabling Patti Swan from Maine to join 
us. Patti has been a STRIDE member when in residence in 
Ocala in winters, has judged for us, and was first on our 
waiting list.  
 
We also were able to allow a re-test for Erin Brinkman, who 
passed the first exam, to make a successful bid for 
"distinction."  Now, she will be able to apply for the USEF "r" 
program. Sharon Jerdeman and Karen Licciardi also re-
tested in an attempt for distinction, but remain "Graduates." 
Whether you pass with distinction depends upon how much 
experience you bring into the program AND how well you 
can take tests.  
 
This program takes a lot of work to complete and pass. 
Candidates who do not pass with distinction by a narrow 
margin are encouraged to go out and get more experience 
and re-take the testing phase at a later date. 
 
So, we had 28 graduates (one twice). Only one candidate 
was unsuccessful, and it was felt that her command of 
English may have been a barrier.  
 
We produced 8 graduates with distinction:  Karen Abbatista, 
Erin Brinkman, Kari Garber, Brian MacMahon, Matt 
McLaughlin, Megan Fischer-Graham from Florida; Krister 
Swartz from Virginia and Danielle Perry from Georgia. 
 
Also graduating were Elaine Scherrer, Laura Bowman, Caryl 
Stephens, Betsy Labelle, Sara Warner from Florida; Patricia 
Swan from Maine; Robin Ginn from Georgia and Gerlinda 
Beckers from Louisiana.  

 
Q: What are your future plans? 
 
Charlotte: We have applied to run an "r" program, which 

will benefit many of our graduates. Covering only two 
weekends, with practice in between, it would start in 2012 
and finish in 2013. Judging candidates have to have a lot of 
patience!   

 
Judy: We’ll be considering some of our graduates for 

judges at our 2012 Schooling Shows.  

http://www.usdf.org/faqs/Lprogram.asp
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“A DAY OF CLINICS” 
 

To Benefit the 
 

WOUNDED WARRIORS PROJECT 
THERAPEUTIC DRIVING AND RIDING PROGRAMS 

 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

January 28th  Clinic Day 
January 29th  “Mock Show” Day 

 

THE GRAND OAKS RESORT 
WEIRSDALE, FL 

 
Contact 

Kacy Fashik, Equine Manager 
kacyf@thegrandoaks.com 

352-750-5500   Ext. 229 
 

Information regarding clinicians, “mock show”, and a sign up sheet will be 
available on The Grand Oaks Website 

http://www.thegrandoaks.com

mailto:kacyf@thegrandoaks.com
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Dori Morgan,  
VP / Branch & Market Manager 

Farm Credit of Florida, ACA 
"Your Trusted Lender" 

5075 NW US Hwy 27  
Ocala, FL 34482  

Office: 352.622.4188 
           Toll Free: 800-342.3795   Fax:  352-629-8057 

dmorgan@FarmCreditFL.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

callto:+1352.622.4188
callto:+1800-342.3795
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STRIDE ADVERTISING RULES and RATES 
 

AD DEADLINE: Payment and/or order must be received by 25th  of 

preceding month.  QUESTIONS: Hellena Smejda at (352) 875-8156 cell 

or ads@STRIDEdressage.org 

 

CLASSIFIED AD RATES  

 STRIDE members: First 50 words free (email to 

ads@STRIDEdressage.org by 25th). Additional words at 5 cents per 

word. Payment must accompany order for ads over 50 words. 

 Non-members: 5 cents per word. Payment must accompany order. 

 Note: Classified ads run for 2 months (see months listed in brackets 

at the end of your ad). To renew, notify us by email to 

ads@stridedressage.org by the 25th of the preceding month (e.g., 

Jan 25 for Feb issue). 

 

DISPLAY AD RATES: Two sizes only  

 Business card size (3.5"x2"): $10 / month. $100 for 11 issues (no 

July) 

 Full page: $45 / month or annual rate $450 prepaid 

 Check must accompany order  

 Ads must be submitted in electronic format to 

ads@stridedressage.org 

  

SPONSOR ADS: Businesses that offer STRIDE members a 10% discount 

get a free business-card size ad. Ad must be submitted in electronic 

format, and contain the words "10% Discount for STRIDE Members.” 

 

MAIL CHECKS TO: Hellena Smejda, Attn: STRIDE ADS  <Important to 

add this line, 2121 NE 40th Avenue, Ocala, FL 34470 

 

 

STRIDE CLASSIFIED ADS – DECEMBER 2011 

 

HORSES FOR SALE OR LEASE 

 
Wonderful Schoolmaster for sale:  15 yr old Hanoverian/TB gelding, 

17.1, liver chestnut, flaxen mane/tail.  Sound and sane, fun in ring 
or trails.  Evented and shown Dressage (recently 70%+ at Training 
Level in intercollegiate show.  Now in professional training; solid at 
Second Level; schooling half passes and flying changes.  Horses 
like this don't come along often, especially at $7,500.  Don't wait; 
he'll sell quickly.  Judy Downer, starrynightfarm55@yahoo.com or 
352-817-2347. [Dec/Jan] 

 
Super-sweet 10 yo mare, 13.2h, chestnut, stockings, blaze. Loves 

attention, very willing, great ground manners. Don’t have time for 
her. $750 negotiable to GOOD HOME. Joanie Baur 352-427-5657 
[Oct/Nov] 

 
Cutest Shetland pony you ever saw.  12 hands, bay with four white 

socks, 4 years old.  Good ground manners, currently in driving 
training.  Personality plus, and a West Coast strut.  Located in 
Belleview.  Asking $3,000.  Call Lisa Walsh, 352-812-1262.  
(Dec/Jan) 

 

INSTRUCTION and TRAINING 

 
Driving for Newbies intensive 2-day class at Santa Fe College, 

Gainesville. Sat & Sun, Jan 28-29 in the IFAS  covered arena and 
classrooms. Tuition is $50. Register as of Jan 5 with Betsy at 
(352) 395-5193 or  ElizabethAlbury@SFCollege.EDU. Early 
registration advised. Questions: contact Helen and Bob Tolmach, 
Kanapaha Morgans at rtolm@BELLSOUTH.NET or (352) 374-
8763. [Dec/Jan] 

 
Dressage Discoveries! Adult camps for Dressage enthusiasts. Learn 

more sit on schoolmasters. Visit us on Facebook or website: 

http://dressagediscoveries.blogspot.com/. Individual lessons too. 
Amber Kimball 717 682 9839 or Anna Toomey 352 361 2407 
[Nov/Dec] 

 
Carriage Training - Horse & Pony & Driver : Singles, Pairs, Tandem, 

Random, Four-In-Hand. Specializing in teaching the skills you 
need for safe and enjoyable carriage driving, pleasure, dressage 
marathon. Board your horse. Help you find that perfect horse or 
carriage. Bob and Brenda Giles, Winter Hill Driving Center, 352-
489-0867,  winterhilldrivingcenter.com. [Nov/Dec] 

 
Carriage Driving Instructor & Trainer. FEI International Competitor, 

Clinician, Coach. Pleasure or combined driving training for people 
and horses, training/advanced,  minis, horses, ponies. Lessons at 
my farm or yours. Flexible schedule. Helping Horses connect with 
their People! Fred Merriam, Lone Tree Driving, 4101 NE 35th St, 
Ocala 34470.  maxfmerr@gmail.com (352) 620-5222. [Nov/Dec] 

 
Chrissa F. Hoffmann, Owner and Trainer. www.cfh-dressage.com. 

International  Grand Prix Competitor. USDF Gold, Silver and 
Bronze Medalist. Classically trained. Proven trainer of horses to 
Grand Prix. Top quality Horses for sale. Producing horses and 
riders with Highpoint Awards and USDF medals. 6550 NW 110th 
Street,  
(502) 345-2842 Cell or cfhdressage@bellsouth.net [Nov/Dec] 

 

Improve yourself and your horse with solid explanations from 
experienced Trainer/Instructor.  Author, USDF Silver Medalist, 
BHS. Will evaluate your progress by riding and feeling your horse, 
every step of the way. Love to teach all levels. Trained own horses 
to FEI. ( 352 ) 425-1506, www.trainingdressage.com ,  
Jacqui@trainingdressage.com  [Nov/Dec] 

 
Dressage instruction/training, 30 years experience, specializing in 

confidence building, balanced seat training for Dressage. Timid 
riders and beginners accepted. Reasonable rates, at your location 
or in covered arena with mirrors at Rebel Ridge. Also available to 
train, ride, show. Vickie Rollack, A.S. Equine Studies with honors. 
(352) 425-4000 or vickier352@aol.com.  [Nov/Dec] 

 
Copperfield Farm - now accepting new students and horses in 

training. Specializing in the development of a safe and confident 
horse and rider on the flat and over fences. Available to start or re-
school horses in your chosen English discipline. Call 352-222-
8594 for further information or visit www.copperfieldfarmfl.com  
[Dec/Jan] 

 
 

mailto:ads@stridedressage.org
mailto:starrynightfarm55@yahoo.com
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SERVICES 

 
Meadowleaf Equine Braiding Service. Braids by Jeanne for sport 

horses: Dressage, carriage driving, photo shoots, breed 
inspections. Show grooming, body clipping, mane pulling, vacation 
boarding. Also CDE navigating and farm mowing. 25+ yrs 
experience. I truly love what I do!  Call (352) 266-7994 or see 
Meadowleaf Equine Braiding Service on Facebook. [Nov/Dec] 

Photos for holiday greeting cards, gifts!  See ‘Gifts’ tab at 
www.palmerphoto.photoeventplus.com and create treasured gifts 
for your horsey friends!  Add your four-legged family members in 
your holiday greeting photo!  Choose any photo posted online or 
we can come to you for a photo shoot. Call us at 386-462-2234 or  
palmerphoto@hotmail.com.  [Nov/Dec] 

 
 Carolyn Hall, licensed massage therapist, people and horses.  Sound 

Fork therapy; injury recovery. (352) 307-8188.  [Nov/Dec] 
 
Professional Body clipping, show braiding and grooming, farm and pet 

sitting. Excellent references, reasonable rates. Vickie Rollack 
(352) 425-4000 or  vickier352@aol.com. [Dec/Jan] 

 

HORSE BOARDING 

 
One full-board stall available in private farm in gated community three 

miles from HITS. Lush paddocks, meticulous care and on-site CT 
instruction. Also available - on-site lease of FEI  level dressage 
horse. Call 203-837-7374 or  graandry@aol.com  [Nov/Dec] 

 
Large stalls with attached private turnout lot. Lighted dressage arena 

with mirror, large, lush pastures, round pen, country course, wash 
rack, tack room. Located west of Ocala. Quality care at an 
affordable price! Retired dressage horse available for on farm 
lease. 50 gorgeous acres for trail riding. www.alwaysabreeze.com 
352-861-7405. [Nov/Dec] 

 
Horses boarded in Weirsdale, near Villages and Continental Acres. 

20X40 Dressage arena, access to orange groves and piney 
woods. 3-horse trailer to most STRIDE and Arabian shows.  Box 
stalls w/fans and shavings. $325/mo includes stall and turnout, 
feed, hay, blanketing. Lonni at oakhilleclipse@yahoo.com or 352-
821-3459  [Dec/Jan] 

 

EQUIPMENT, VEHICLES, APPAREL AND TACK FOR SALE 

 
18-inch Toulouse Aachen dressage saddle, wide tree, used less than 

nine months.  Excellent condition, $800 including safety stirrups 
and leathers.  Call Maxene at 352-291-1416 after 5 p.m. or e-mail 
MRenner3@cfl.rr.com  [Dec/Jan] 

 
Lovingly cared-for Verhan Odyssey 17 MW dressage saddle for sale, 

re-flocked last year. 4 years old, looks brand new! Includes 
bucking strap, fleece cover. Retails new at $3,200+. Local Verhan 
rep can adjust to fit. Text Jenifer Robinson at 727-543-9445  or 
email jhalfhalt@yahoo.com for pics, info, trial details. [Dec/Jan]  

 
For sale Diana Pikeur short coat size 10, Kentucky shadbelly size 10, 

Cavallo top hat.  Best reasonable offer. All in excellent 
condition.  812-4196 [Dec/Jan] 

Miscellaneous: Sheets  78,  blankets reg 81 (Waterproof, Winning 
Edge). PERFECT condition, $50 each. Used Heavy Winter 
Blanket  78 lg  $50. Auto Water (cylinder) outdoor/indoor, 2 yrs 
old $175. Petrie Dressage Boots, like new 7.5-8 medium calf 
$350. Bits  $10 & up. All-weather English tall riding/work boots 
$45. Sharon Hohenberg  (352) 361-4385.  [Nov/Dec] 

 
One Winning Edge 60" insulated blanket, clean, barely used. One 

Winning Edge 60" sheet, never used (Pony beefed up). Make offer 
288-1318. [Nov/Dec] 

 
1999 Trailer 4 horse head to head gooseneck, dressing room, awning. 

28' floorspace plus tackroom-plenty of space for horses, carriages, 
ATV. Rear and 5' side ramps. Very good condition. Rear ramp 
modified for ATV , hay, carriage. Perfect for the carriage driver.  
Joe Delfino @ 352 615 4096.  [Nov/Dec] 

 
Used set of 12 Dressage letter cones, 3-sided, 24" high, base is 18" 

for stability in wind. $200 (compared to $400+ new at Dressage 
Extensions). Joan Bauer 427-5657. [Nov/Dec] 

 
2000 Ford Ranger Supercab, Green, 94K miles, A/C, P/S, Automatic, 

CD Player, great condition. One owner. $4,250 OBO. Call Chris 
Trentelman 352-629-6729. [Nov/Dec] 

 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE AND FOR RENT 

 
3-ACRE MINI-FARM near the Horse Park. Spacious 3/2 doublewide 

w/island kitchen & many upgrades. Pole barn/carport could be the 
start of a small barn. Fenced in post & non-climb wire. Asking 
$115,000. Carol Rike, Broker, United Realty Corp of Ocala, 352-
351-8047. [Nov/Dec] 

  
FOR SALE: 40 acres with granddaddy oaks. West of Ocala, 3 miles 

from Goethe Forest. Owner financing. (352) 317-7055. Julie. 
[Nov/Dec] 
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